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Volney, Real, Chaptal, Bourrienne, and Lucien Bonaparte for atheism, and Portalis, Gregoire, Cambaceres, Le Brun, Talleyrand, Joseph and Napoleon Bonaparte for Christianity. Besides the sentiments of these confidential counsellors, upwards of two hundred memoirs, for or against the Christian religion, were presented to the First Consul by uninvited and volunteer counsellors ; all differing as much from each other as the members of his own privy council.
Many persons do Madame Bonaparte, the mother, the honour of supposing that to her assiduous representations is principally owing the recall of the priests, and the restoration of the altars of Christ. She certainly is the most devout, or rather the most superstitious of her family, and of her name ; but had not Talleyrand and Portalis previously convinced Napoleon of the policy of re-establishing a religion which, for fourteen centuries, had preserved the throne of the Bourbons from the machinations ol republicans and other conspirators against monarchy, it is very probable that her representations would have been as ineffective as her piety or her prayers. So long ago as 1796 she implored the mercy of Napoleon for the Roman Catholics in Italy; and entreated him to spare the Pope and the papal territory, at the very time that his soldiers were laying waste and ravaging the legacy of Bologna and of Ravenna, both incorporated
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